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adverting to what passed subsequently, it is more tlian
probable that if I had the service only of such cattle as
served Lord Cormvallis and General Harris in former wars,
I should never have reached Poonah, or should have been
obliged to find my way back without the wheel carriages
in the best manner I could.

641 therefore take the liberty of recommending this
establishment of cattle to your protection. It is founded
upon the most efficient and most economical principles, and
will never fail the army as long as it is superintended and
conducted as it has been hitherto."

It was the want of such an establishment which, in
former times, crippled all Sir Eyre Coote's operations, and
kept him frequently inactive, and incapable of profiting by
his victories, and which made him declare, after the battle
of Cuddalore, u If Hyder Aly, buoyed np with former suc-
cess, had not come to seek us, I could not have moved tho
army to follow him, and this is a situation so trying to the
responsible military commander, that an officer of character
shudders at the idea of being placed in such a predi-
cament."

The want of such an establishment was also severely
felt by Lord Cornwallis, when he was obliged to employ
his troops in dragging his guns to Seringapatam, and,
finally, to abandon them, and all his heavy equipments ; it
was also felt by General Lord Harris, though in an inferior
degree; and to a state of great, though perhaps not equal,
inefficiency, we might still be reduced without the aid of
this establishment.

The establishment at present is fixed at thirty-seven
karkanahs of 100 bullocks each, exclusive of nine karkanahs
of cattle of a different description attached to tl^e Hyderabad
and Nagpoor Subsidiary Forces, and also exclusive of eight